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Activity Pack

Learning language through
stories and craft

Complements 'Dear Zoo' and 
'It's Mine!' by Rod Campbell
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This pack can be used to complement the stories 'It's Mine!' and 'Dear Zoo' by Rod Campbell but it can 
also be used with any zoo animal theme. Some of the activities include 'dog', which obviously isn't a zoo 
animal but it's there for working with the 'Dear Zoo' story. This pack can be used to focus on animal 
vocabulary but also useful description language from the stories. There is also the possibility for a much
wider variety of language practice that you could incorporate. See some suggestions below:

Craft/Game instructions and play:

Is it ...? Yes it is. No, it isn't?
Where's the...? It's here. It's there.
This one. That one.
Can I have…? Yes, you can. Here you are. Thank you. You’re welcome.
Can you see? I can see...
Choose a card. Choose an action. Choose an animal.
Touch the (monkey). Point to the (tail). Go to the (parrot).
It's my turn. It's your turn.
How many.....have you got? I've got.....
How many.....are there? There are ...../ There is....
What is it? It's a... / What are they? They're ....
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Animal vocabulary

• an elephant
• a giraffe
• a lion
• a camel
• a snake
• a monkey

Dear Zoo story phrases

• They sent me a....
• He was too (big)
• I sent him back
• So they sent me a...
• So, they thought very hard, and sent 

me a...
• He was perfect. I kept him.

Adjectives

• big
• tall
• fierce
• grumpy
• scary
• naughty
• jumpy
• long

Colours

• yellow
• green
• red
• blue
• orange
• pink
• brown
• purple
• black

Containers
crate, basket, box

Pronouns
• he -him -his
• she - her - hers
• they - them - theirs
• it - it - its
• I - me - mine

Possible language focus

• a tiger
• a crocodile
• a frog
• a puppy / a dog
• a bear
• a parrot

It's Mine! story phrases

• I can see a ....
• I wonder who that belongs to?
• It's mine!

• furry
• wriggly
• curly
• small
• sharp It's Mine! actions

• lap water
• hold things
• reach high
• swim
• eat

• scoop
• slide
• hang from
• watch out for

Body parts
tongue, nose, neck, tail, paw, body, eye, 
mouth
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Colouring sheets
Focus on 'Dear Zoo' animals or 

'It's Mine!' animals



Jigsaws
Numbers jigsaws

Print and 
play or use 
in a craft
activity



Jigsaws
Choose the no. of 

pieces



Graphing dice & sheets
3 types of dice - 1 sheet per dice



Wheel Craft
several variations available



Lift the flap books
Matches concepts in 'Dear Zoo' and 'It's Mine!'



Splat Mats - What's Missing?
3 Mats and cutouts for hiding



Dominoes
Different templates -

different skills



Bingo
8 x small & big boards + 
create your own options



Fortune tellers



Playing cards
craft

Complete, Trace, Gapfill, 
Match



Matching cards



Mini-cards



Flashcards


